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Dr. Thomas G. Carpenter (right), Memphis State University president, and John P. Wilcox (left), a
Philadelphia, PA postal clerk, share their happiness over the establishment of the John P. Wilcox
Scholarship Fund April 9 at Memphis State. Wilcox "delivered" $40,000, his life savings, to the
University and fulfilled his lifetime goal of providing financial assistance to deserving students
seeking higher education.

Philo Anthropos:
Love of Mankind
By Anthony Plummer
"If you are ever in a position to
help someone, do it!"
That belief, firm in the mind of
63-year-old postal clerk John P.
Wilcox since his childhood days on
the farm in therural community of
Heth, Arkansas, wasexpressed this
2

spring when Wilcox presented
$40,000 to Memphis State Univer
sity.
The postal clerk from Philadel
phia, PA made thegift to establish
the John P. Wilcox Scholarship
Fund - an act of goodwill many
people would never consider, since
it involves donating life savings.
But to Wilcox, the donation means
fulfilling a lifelong dream.
"I always wanted todo something
meaningful and different with my
life," he said. "Since I was unable
to get an education due to lack of
finances, I now want to help young
people who may be in the same
situation."
Wilcox only completed theeighth
grade in a one-room, segregated
schoolhouse in Arkansas, but his
intelligence and business sensemay
just raise the eyebrows of a good
many college graduates. He earns
$25,000 annually sorting mail and
operating machinery at abranch of
the Philadelphia post office. And
for the past 24 years, he has been
saving a few thousand dollars each
year and investing those dollars in
money market accounts andcertifi
cates of deposit that yield high
interest.
"My parents used to always say
to put some money aside fora rainy
day. I remember a little old bank
and notebook they gave me so I
could save a few pennies and then
account for them,"recalled Wilcox,
the sonof a sharecropper andblack
smith.
While "putting money aside"
never madehim a millionaire, it did
provide Wilcox with "just enough"
to make one dream come true. "I
thought it would be nice to have a
scholarship inmy name.But Inever
felt that I was financially able," he
said.
Wilcox's interest in establishing
a scholarship fund stemmed from
hearing about others who had set
up theirown scholarships like Brit
ish millionairephilanthropist Cecil
Rhodes, who endowed the Rhodes
Scholarships to enable American
students to study in England.
"Of course, he (Rhodes) was a
rich man, but there is nothing in
the book thatsays a poor man can't
give a scholarship, too," he said.
Wilcox arbitrarily chose to give

his savings to Memphis State, an
institution he had seen only a few
times during visits to Memphis to
see his relatives.
"I wanted to give my money to
the (Memphis State) University be
cause educationthere is very broad,
enabling students to choosefrom a
variety of subjects. Also, I am very
interested inthe LadyTiger basket
ball team. Even at 63, I still like
women," Wilcox said jokingly. His
only marriage ended in divorce
several years ago, and there were
no children. (Wilcox hadlunch with
the Lady Tigers during his visit to
the campus.)
Wilcox's gift to MSU is substan
tial in almost anyone's terms, ac
cording toSherman Franklin, MSU
director of development. "It is rarer
than rareto geta giftof this magni
tude from someone who is not a
wealthy person. Most people just
wouldn't do it."
The John P. Wilcox Scholarship
Fund will provide four full tuition

with your own. I had no other goal
in mind but to establish my own
scholarship fund."
Memphis State is not the only
university to which Wilcox has
turned over his savings. In 1978 he
donated $35,000 to Temple Univer
sity to establish a scholarship fund
there. He borrowed $13,000 of the
money he gave to the university,
saying he wanted the gift to be
enough tobenefit twoneedy student
athletes. "Temple officials even
tried to talk me out of it," recalled
Wilcox, "but I told them if they
wouldn't take it, I would give it to
somebody else."
The Wilcox scholarship agree
ment at MSU, unlike the one at
Temple, does not designatea speci
fic student interest area, like athle
tics. It states only that the four
scholarships shouldbe given to two
males and two females of any race
and religion who maintain at least
a 2.5 overall grade point average
(GPA). Incoming freshmen must

"There is nothing in the book that says a
poor man can't give a scholarship, too."
scholarships annually beginning
with the 1984-85 school year. Only
the interest fromthe $40,000endow
ment will be used to pay for the
scholarships, which are renewable
each year.
Wilcox insisted that givingaway
his life'ssavings forthe scholarship
fund caused no hardship for him
because his lifestyle is very basic.
"All I need is food, clothing and
shelter," he said. "And besides, I
was never used to a whole lot
anyway. Some of thethings people
call 'good times' are too much for
me."
A cost-conscious individual, he
refuses to own a house because of
the expense, and hasopted torent a
room in a religious-affiliated hotel
where the telephone is communal
and located in a hallway. He even
drives a 1975 Chevrolet, which he
describes as "all full of dents."
"Big houses and fine cars are all
right, but they happen not to be my
desires," Wilcox said in defense of
his modest lifestyle. "It's up to you
individually to do what you will
3

have an ACT score of 20 or a 3.0
GPA upon graduation from high
school.
"I thoughtlater after establishing
the scholarshipfund atTemple that
it was discriminatory to designate
athletes as the only possible recip
ients. I don't want to do anything
that supports discrimination."
"I grew up in an atmosphere of
segregation anddiscrimination that
was so thick you could cut it with a
knife," Wilcox said.
He also explained why he chose
not to give his money to a finan
cially-troubled black college by
saying, "IfI had done that, it would
seem like a form of segregation.
Any way that I can stayclear of it, I
want to do that," hesaid.
Wilcox added that hefeels content
with choosing MSU to house his
second scholarshipfund. "TheUni
versity offers all students unlimited
opportunities. I wanted to add to
those opportunities by providing
some financial assistance. By doing
so, I have not passed this way in
vain."
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OnThe Menu
This Fall:

WINNING
by Bob Winn, Sports Information Director

What about this recipe for gene
rating college football excitement
in Memphis, Tennessee:
You blend together a new head
football coach who guided his 1983
team for the NCAA Division 1-AA
national championship, the return
of 60 lettermen from the 1983
campaign, the return of ten offen
sive starters and eight defensive
starters and MSU's fanatic fans
who bought a recordnumber season
tickets in 1983. Mix, shake, stir and
pour into Liberty Bowl Memorial
Stadium and you've gotthe makin's
for an outstanding football season.
The Memphis StateTigers return
ten battle-hardened offensive start
ers for the 1984 season. The entire
offensive line is back including
offensive tackles Jeff Walker, 6'4",
294 and Tim Long, 6'6",307, guards
Geddes Self,. 6'4", 235 and Rick
Hechinger, 6'5", 245, center David

East, 6'2", 258 and swingman Jack
Oliver, 6'4", 287. All were starters
and lettermen in 1983. With their
combined collegiate experience of
ten years, they will provide lead
ership for MSU's numerous young
linemen.
The Tigers will have a veteran
quarterback at thehelm this season
with the return of junior Danny
Sparkman. Sparkman, who became
a starter as a sophomore, passed
for 1,390 yards and 11 touchdowns
in guiding the team to a6-4-1 record
in '83. He will receive competition
from junior letterman Page Belongy, freshman redshirt Eric Brooks
and newcomer Steve Ferrell.
Nine lettermenrunning backs will
be battling for playing time this
fall. Of the nine, four were starters
or shared starting assignments in
1983. Tailbacks James "Punkin"
Williams, 5'10", 205 and Jeff
Womack, 5'10", 175, combined for

almost 1,100 yards rushing last
season and accounted for 11 touch
downs. Eric Becton, Irving Atkins,
Joel Woods, Rozell Clayton and
Ken Brown all contributed to the
Tiger effort last season and will
help give MSU a strong ground
game this fall.
The receiver squad will feature
flanker Enis Jackson and tight end
Dwight Blalock. In fourconsecutive
1983 games, Jackson had at least
one receptionover 40yards inlength
and caught two bombs for touch
downs in Memphis State's win over
Tulane. Speedster Reginald
Thompson was moved from defen
sive back to wide receiver in the
spring.
Defensively, the Tigers boast the
same type numbers when referring
to lettermen and starters. There are

(12) Quarterback Danny Sparkman and (33) tailback James "Punkin" Williams both return for the 1984 season
after guiding the Tigers to a 6-4-1 record last season.
P/l0to by Sam Brackstone
eight defensive starters and 28 let
termen returning to hold the op
ponents' offenses in check this fall.
The front line will consist of AilAmerican defensiveend TimHarris,
6'6", 235, tackles Mike MacKay,
6'2", 261 and Dennis Borcky, 6'4",
274 and end Jeff Ellis, 6'5", 250. All
became veterans as freshmen and
have provided MSU with a solid
defensive front for the past two
years. MacKay and Harris are two
year starters.
The Tigers will throw perhaps
the finest linebacking corps in the
country against their opponents.
Returning for his junior year will
be All-South and All-Metro Con

ference linebackerEric Fairs. Fairs,
6'3", 235, will be joined by starter
Keith Mutters, 6'2", 205, at inside
linebacker. Other lettermen line
backers include Jim Kutchback,
Kurt Crain, ChipBowers, Anthony
Strong, Eric Wilson andnewcomers
Octavian Sharp,Chuck Henderson
and Bevin Carpenter. Henderson
and Carpenter werered-shirtedlast
year. Sharp is a transfer from
Middle TennesseeState University.
The secondary, which intercepted
24 passes in 1983, returns starters
Donnie Elder at cornerback and
Joe Hennelly at rover.Joining this
duo will belettermen Greg Hughes,
Gary Hunt, Trell Hooper, Clay
5

Bittner and newcomer Dan
Harkins. Harkins isa transferfrom
North Texas State. Two year letterman Derrick Burroughsis expected
to returnto thedefensive secondary
after missing part of last season
due to an injury.
The kicking game belongs to two
regulars, Don Glosson andThomas
Ingles. Glosson, who handles all
field goals and Pats, is the 26thranked NCAA kicker returning for
the 1984 season. Ingleshandles all
kickoffs for the Tigers and had
more than50 percentof his kickoffs
down for touchbacks last season.
The MSU football feast is about
to begin. A meal fit for a king.
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Educating Teacher
by Michael Holzemer
Have you ever thought what it
takes to become a good teacher?
What exactly is the "right stuff?"
What combination of personality,
knowledge, skill, and training pro
duces excellence in the field of
teaching? Well, Dean Robert
Saunders of the MSU College of
Education has given the matter
long andserious thought.The result
is Saunders' proposal for the
establishment ofa GraduateSchool
of Professional Studies inEducation
at Memphis State University.

will result in the way prospective
teachers are trained and become
qualified. First, by pursuing a bac
calaureate degree in a specific aca
demic area, prospective teachers
gain time to "increase and focus
their studies in theirteaching fields
and, also, expand their studies in
liberal education."As Saunderssees
it, "This program calls for reassert
ing the intensity toward the more
scholarly approach of a strong
liberal arts-based education being
the best preparation for a profes
sion."

"Memphis State University desires to become
the pacesetter in the transforma
tion of teacher education."
His proposal calls for significant
changes in the requirements for
teacher certification.As envisioned,
the program restructures and ele
vates the initial preparation pro
gram for teachers to graduate-level
status. Most institutions still rely
upon an undergraduate program.
Only an elite few Graduate Schools
of Education have as a major part
of their mission the preparation of
teachers for initial entry into the
profession. Saunders' meaning is
clear, "Memphis State University
desires to become the pacesetter in
the transformation of teacher
education."
The program change will take
five years to implement completely
and will begin with the fallsemester
of 1984. An individual completing
the new program gainsa certificate
to teach in the state ofTennessee as
well as an M.A.T. (Master of Arts in
Teaching) degree.
By stretching out and elevating
the preparation period, Saunders
believes certainbasic improvements

Second, "having proven their
academic capabilitiesby achieving
their four-year baccalaureate
degrees, prospective teachers have
one full year to engage in an inten
sive and performance-oriented
experience, including an extended
internship." Saunders calls this a
"4 + 1" approach to teacher educa
tion and training.
The prospective teacher progres
ses through the new plan, each
year facing a gradually increasing
amount of laboratory and field work
in closeconjunction withexemplary
teachers, culminating in the fifth
year graduatelevel degree in teach
ing; whereas, the old program
resulted only in a baccalaureate
degree and a certificate of teaching
sometimes at the expense of prepa
ration in a particular area. In this
fashion, Saunders' program com
plements Tennessee's Career Lad
der program for teachers and main
tains closeties with the area school
systems. Students of the program
will associate closely with the

"practitioners" (exemplary and
Master teachers) of the school
system.
As Saunders views it, "The pro
gram is both educationally sound
and politically responsive. To meet
the public's increased demands for
more qualified teachers," he said,
"we prepare individuals as strong
majors in a specific area and as
prepared teachers, too!" This pro
gram does not just "qualify" or
certify teachers; it produces "pre
pared" individuals through a more
intensive and demanding program
at thegraduate level in conjunction
with distinguished practicing
teachers. The program's goal is to
produce quality teachers by the
recruitment and training of highly
capable students.
An extremely important and
additional benefit resulting from
Saunders' five-year preparation
program in all areas of teacher
education is the elevation of Mem
phis State University to the fore
front of Graduate Schoolsof Educa
tion in the United States.
Another added benefit to be de
rived from this program is the
potential forresearch data. Various
data concerned with the field of
teacher training, education, andthe
learning process can be investi
gated, compiled, and disseminated
on a highly professional level. In
effect, the program will not only be
a graduate level center of profes
sional studies but also a research
vehicle examiningin detail the pro
cess of teacher training and public
education.
Saunders believes the program's
time has come. "The public should
be impressed by the increased
demands madein conjunction with
producing morequalified teachers,"
he said. "Concerning the field of
education, the public is willing to
pay for what is necessary and for
what is good. They want teachers
who are well-trained and well-prepared-so much sothat theemphasis
must be not just upon prepared
teachers but upon qualified
teachers."
Memphis State University, fol
lowing its tradition of excellence in
education, is determined to meet
the public's demandfor increasing
ly qualified teachers.

Ail Olympics for Writers:
WordSmith '84
by Greg Lyons

Almost twelve years later, the no
tion blossomed into an event: the
first WordSmith Tournament, held
at MSU in April, 1978."
DeLoach felt that a new kind of
event deserved a new word, to sug
gest someone who, "like a black
smith, works hard at his or her
craft. A 'WordSmith' is an allaround athlete of word skills. What
ever calls for strengthof expression
and sensitivity to language, he or
she can do." This was the type of
student he was looking for. But
what was the purpose of bringing
such writers together?
In announcing that first write
off, he explained, "The point of the
tournament isnot somuch competi
tion as recognition. We hope togive
outstanding young writers an op
portunity for public recognition,
such as that givenoutstanding stu
dents insports, music, and oratory."
Of course, with recognition comes
encouragement, a positive image
for young writers, and enthusiasm
for their interest and talent.
Based on the growth in partici
pation, WordSmith seems to have
generated some excitement. In the
first meet, about 100 students and
20 teacher-coaches participated.
Only a handful of MSU professors
were involved. By contrast, the 1984
contest saw 476 studentsrepresent
ing 55 schools compete; while some
40 local teachers and 45 MSU
English professors participated as
team coaches, judges, or monitors.
This yearmore than2000 individual
entries were judged—most of these
on tournament day.

Here in Memphis the races are
over. The winners have hung up
their gold, silver, or bronze. The
speeches have been made and the
awards banquet is done. The WordSmith writing Olympics ispast, and
students from juniorhigh andhigh
schools throughout Shelby County
have returned to their classrooms
for further training and coaching
in one of their favorite sportswriting.
The WordSmith contest, now a
seven-year-old tradition, is cosponsored by the Shelby-Memphis
Council of Teachers of English
(SMCTE) andthe MSU Department
of English. From its inception,
WordSmith has been dedicated to
promoting good writing in the
schools. Especially now, when
students' basic literacy is being
questioned and tested, the sponsors
feel that interest and excellence in
language skills should be encour
aged and rewarded.
The contest, modeled after interscholastic league speech tourna
ments, provides an incentive for
young writersto improvetheir abili
ties and to learnthat writingcan be
exciting and fun. WordSmith also
recognizes the hard work and com
mitment of English teachers who
coach their students to build confi
dence, expertise, and imagination
within the context of competitive
game-playing.

It All Began...

Dr. William B. DeLoach, MSU
associate professor of English and
WordSmith founder, recalled that
the idea for the contest cameto him
in 1966 when he was a teaching
assistant at the University of
Illinois. "I jotted down a notion
about a 'track meet of writing
events' for students in the local
schools, and it was printed in the
Rhetoric Program newsletter.

Poets and Journalists Unite!

To achieve this kind of success,
planning begins months before the
springtime meet. Just after Christ
mas the MSU WordSmith commit
tee sends out entry packets to all
Shelby County schools—both public
7
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and private—teaching grades 7-12.
The committee also provides
consultants to the local schools to
help set up their own intramural
competition to select team members
for thetournament. Alsoin advance
of tournament day, schools send
optional entries—more than 100
manuscripts yearly—including
poetry, fiction and nonfiction prose,
as well as school newspapers and
literary magazines.
The creative writing entries are
judged by published poets and
writers in the community or in the
MSU English Department. School
newspapers are judged bythe chairman of the MSU Journalism
Department.
The optional entries are given
points that may qualifyindividuals
for the write-off competition and
that add to team scores for the
overall sweepstakestally on tourna
ment day. Including suchentries in
the WordSmith Olympics assures
the greatest variety of genres and
personal styles of student writing.
A Day at the Races
The administration of the contest
has changed only a little over time.
In the 1978 contest entrants were
divided into two groups: grades 7-9
and 10-12. But the numbers of par
ticipants in later years demanded
the divisions of junior (grades 7-8),
middle (9-10)and senior (11-12) that
exist today. These divisions also
help to group writers of similar
experience and ability in competi
tion against one another.
The tournament day begins at
8:30 on a Saturday morning. The
first event is the shortest, and then
the events build in length and rela
tive complexity, much as the order
of events in track meets proceed
from sprints to cross-country. The
40-word dash is a writing task that
tests the students' powers of obser
vation and description. An unusual
natural object, provided by thePink
Palace Museum,is displayedto each
group of writers.It ispassed around
for the students to examine closely,
to touch and tosmell. Then,drawing
on their sense impressions, the stu
dents write for10 minutes within a
32-48 word limit. The task is to
bring the objectalive for thereader
in vivid and precise language.
The second event is the 80-word

dash, designed to test the students'
interpretive and narrative skills.
For this writing task the monitors
display three large-format blackand-white photographs of people.
After examining the pictures and
choosing one to interpret, students
write for 20 minutes within a 64-96
word limit, trying to capture what
the photographer was trying to say
with his camera. Thus, students
are askedto identifywith thehuman
situation, to tell the story of these
people captured in a moment of
intensity oremotion. Thebest word-

points for the first, second, and
third places have been calculated.
The WordSmith director then con
ducts a brief assembly of all con
testants. Creative Writing Awards
and Publications Awards are
announced. In each division the
top three winners of the optional
manuscript competition and alsoof
the three morning dashes are
awarded ribbons and WordSmith
tournament T-shirts. Then, these
finalists compete in the last write
off event of the day—the 400-word
freestyle.

Flawless grammar and spelling
are not the most important criteria.
In fact, dictionaries are not avail
able during the contest. However,
in all the tournament-day events,
students write with pencils to allow
a neat copy and to encourage re
vision, polishing, and correction of
errors. But foremost among the
judges' standards are these:getting
directly to the point; unity and co
herence; using specific, concretede
tails; brevity; using figurative lan
guage, fresh comparisons, and wit.
WordSmith organizers feel that

eluded Modern Poetry, Creative
Writing, and Professional Writing/
Editing. So while their students
display and develop their writing
skills, teachers can cultivate their
own professional interests or en
hance their own teaching skills.
A Community Event
All this student and teacher acti
vity at MSU Patterson Hall on
tournament day is indicative of a
greater blossoming of interest and
support in the wider community.
Dr. Joseph K. Davis, MSU Eng
lish Department chairman, said,

It's been two summers
now, since CaptainJed went
whistling to intensive care.
Somehow I know I'll never
grieve, nor feel the guilt of
griefless memory. I smile
and think about it. Captain
Jed bequeathed himself to
me. He brought me through
the tug-of-warbetween child
hood and adulthood. He
didn't want to be a coffin or
a stone. He was, and always
will be, my secret ally. I've
locked him up inside me
somewheres safe,and when
I'm old I'll give him up,
gladly and with interest, to
some other firey teen.—
Mark Stephens, Craigmont
High School,1st placesenior
division winner, from his
400-word freestyle.

It was oddly circular,like
a fine china plate that was
misfired inits maker'soven.
Its cratered topgently allud
ed to some distant planet or
ocean floor. A dark stain
irregularly covered its sur
face similar to a drop of
iodine radiating outward in
a glass of water.—Bruce
Herndon, Briarcrest High
School, 1st place seniordivi
sion winner, 40-word dash.

The wide, circular surface
appears sharply jagged to
the eye, but feels smoothly
corrugated to the touch,
watermarked in rusty beige
and muddy green. Thebonesmooth underside of the
plate-sized artifact curves
slightly in convex fashion,
smelling of ancient cisterns
and freshly unearthed
fossils.—Lisa Creech,
Craigmont High School,3rd
place senior division winner,
40-word dash.

This boy is competing in
WordSmith, a writing con
test sponsored by the local
university. This event is
called the 1,422 word decathalon. The student must
compose a lyric poem, epic
poem, or 123 sonnets based
on the watch in front of
him. At the same time, he
must crawl 26 miles down a
marble corridor. The poem
must contain Christian
symbols, mythologicalallu
sions, and a transcendental
theme. The poem must be
legible, written in red ink,
and contain the word "pur
ple" in at least ten rhymes.
Time limit is seven min
utes.—Stacy Ferrero, The
Hutchison School,1st place
senior division winner, 80word dash.

pictures explore the psychological
implications of the moment and
interpret the context—the before
and after—of the pictured scene.
Persuasive skills are challenged
in the 120-word dash. A collage of
newspaper headlines and political
cartoons is displayed to the stu
dents, who choose one community
or national issue to discuss. In 30
minutes eachcontestant then writes
a letter to the editor, taking a clear
stand on one side of the issue and
presenting a convincing and color
ful argument in either a serious or
comical tone.The 96-144word limit
requires concise and tightlycontrolled expression.
Before noon these three qualify
ing races have been judged, and
8

In this event the monitors distri
bute copies of several broad essay
topics to the students. Within the
one-hour and 320-480 word limits,
the writers have the freedom to
develop theirchosen topics in what
ever way best expresses their own
writing strengths and styles. After
this final write-off, in each division
the students accumulatingthe most
points in all theevents receivegold,
silver, or bronze medals. Also,
points are tallied for each school
team, and the officials determine
the overall sweepstakes winners.
Finally, the medalists and the
champion schools for each division
are awarded their prizes and tro
phies at a banquet three weeks
after tournament day.
Why the Winners Win
WordSmith sponsors feel that
every participant—already a win
ner in hisown junior or senior high
school—achieves distinction by at
tending the tournament. But the
judges also want to honor what
they consider the most competent
and imaginative writers. And the
judging standardsare well-defined.

these are the standards that most
consistently apply towriting in the
"real" world—in journalism and
fiction, in business and technology,
so they are fair standards for a
student contest. Linda James,
WordSmith '84 director, empha
sized, "The tournament is really
more successful than the conven
tional essay contests because it
allows studentsto writein a variety
of contexts, using skills of percep
tion, description and persuasion,
and balancing technical expertise
with creativity."
The Teacher Goes to Class
Many of the teacher-coacheswho
bring a team to WordSmith are
involved also as judges. But many
required as chaperones choose to
pass the morning in another con
structive way.The MSUWordSmith
committee has organized short
workshops on the University cam
pus concerning the Greater Mem
phis Writing Project, Film as Litera
ture, and Writing for a Newspaper.
This year's workshop options in-

"WordSmith is the most promising
instance of cooperation between
MSU, through its English Depart
ment, and the junior and senior
high schools—publicand private—
in the greater metropolitan Mem
phis area.This cooperativeventure
between SMCTE and Memphis
State is highly successful in bring
ing young people to a realization
and appreciation of writing well."
The writing Olympics has in
volved more than one-third of the
schools in the area and about 3000
student participants in its sevenyear history. Moreover, well-known
local journalists A1 Dunning and
Dan Henderson have helped out as
judges or workshop speakers. The

Commercial Appeal has even
sponsored the awards banquet in
the past.Several local bookstores—
Bookshelf, B. Dalton, Book Inn,
Cokesbury, and Roundtable—have
contributed door prizes, while Holi
day Inns and the Air Force Recruit
ing Office have donated pencils.
Such participation may seemsmall,
but it does indicatethe wide base of
support generated by the WordSmith competition.
Local media have been equally
responsive andhelpful in promoting
and reporting the event. Dr.
DeLoach appeared on "A.M. Mem
phis" with Marge Thrasher, who
also hosted the three division win
ners of this year's competition.
Linda James was also a guest on
WREG-TV's "Good Morning from
Memphis." And radio personality
Ray Costa hosted Germantown
High School teacher Kay Kendrick
and this writer on his "Memphis
Forum" show. TV news cameras
shot footage of the tournament.
This sort of press interest has
brought further notice to the issue
of writing which WordSmith was
originally organized to support.
MSU can be proud of its involve
ment with an exciting interchange
of interest and talent among so
many community members.
A World Championship?
From Dr. DeLoach to Linda
James, the WordSmith directors
have responded to inquiries from
Michigan, California, Missouri—
from other school districts who are
concerned about promotingstudent
writing. And DeLoach has a dream
that Memphis may be just a begin
ning for the WordSmith writing
Olympics. Hesaid, "Welook forward
to the time when medalists from
various cities will meet in a State, a
Regional, a National, or even a
World Championship." It's a hope
worth investing in the future.
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Emphasis
On
Excellence
By Henry Bailey

"Through the Centers of Excellence
format, the University will he able to
make great strides toward perfecting
programs which will he equaled by few
and surpassed by none on a national
basis. This is not to imply we don't
already have programs with national
reputations—we do. We just want
others."
-Dr. EdSegner
associate vice president for research
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• Disaster planners well know that
Tennessee residentsare subject to a
greater degree of earthquake risk
than residents of any other state
east of the Rocky Mountains.
Problems of seismicsafety and con
struction practices must be dealt
with—before it's too late.
Through the Centers of Excel
lence program, Memphis State
University's ongoing Earthquake
Information Center will be able to
develop an in-house earthquake
engineering expertise and respond
more fully to itslegislative mandate
given seven years ago.
• The dramatic andsudden impact
of advances in microcomputer tech
nology, including a revolutionary
effect on the accountingprofession,
has created a challenge—and an
opportunity—for an accounting
program of vision and vitality to
assume a leadership rolein staking
the limits of accounting education
and research.
MSU has accepted this challenge,
with its unique School of Accoun
tancy proposal.
• Persons withhearing andspeech
problems and an inabilityor unwill
ingness to go to an urban area for
treatment have long been beyond
the reach of experts with the desire
and knowledge to aid them. Soon
this may no longer be the case in
the Memphis area, due to the bold
plan of the Department of Audiology and Speech Pathology.
The department's Center of
Excellence, called the Centerfor Re
search and Innovative Services for
the Communicatively Impaired
(CRISCI), will provide a service
delivery program to such persons
and apply, while doingso, the latest
technology and diagnosis. And it
will do much, much more.
• Delinquency, alcoholism, aliena
tion and social maladjustment are
old burdens but provide renewed
emphasis for the Department of
Psychology, already renowned in
its field, toexpand its psychological
knowledge to social problem-solv
ing.
A three-pronged focus of its
Center for Excellence will be psy
chology and health, psychology and
the family and psychology and the
community. No less than the wellbeing of the total individual in the

community is the goal.
Improved teaching, research and
service functions—these are the
hallmarks of the Centers of Excel
lence approved for Memphis State
University and geared up to start
this fall.
"The University is excited about
the prospects which this program
offers becauseof the means afforded
to buildadditional qualityinto these
areas," said Dr. Ed Segner, asso
ciate vice president for research.
"While most of these programs
already haveconsiderable national
visibility, the impact provided by
the additional dollars will do much
to reinforce their image and will be
reflected in their improved instruc
tion, research and community ser
vice functions," he said.
As part of Tennessee Governor
Lamar Alexander's budget for
1984-85, that was subsequently ap
proved by the General Assembly,
$10 million was earmarked in sup
port of higher education through
the new Center of Excellence pro
gram. It is anticipated that $15
million will be set aside for 1985-86
for the same program and $20 mil
lion for 1986-87. At its meeting last
April, theTennessee Higher Educa
tion Commission approved 14 such
centers across the state, four of
which will be located at Memphis
State.
"The intentof theCenter of Excel
lence Program is to identify and
support in a significant way areas
within higher education which
would eventually become nationally
or regionally-recognized centers of
academic or research activity,"
Segner said.
The selectionof each centerwould
be done so as to make the most of
existing resources to achieve gen
uine excellencein a limited number
of fields. Other major goals are to
support economic development, en
hance the intellectual, cultural and
social climate, improve the Uni
versity's research base, encourage
external support and to attract
additional nationally-recognized
faculty.
MSU's four centers for 1984-85
will receive a total of $1,687,523,
broken down thisway: $477,619for
the TennesseeEarthquake Informa
tion Center, $445,714 for the School
li

of Accountancy, and $382,095each
for the Center for Research and
Innovative Services forthe Commu
nicatively Impaired and the Center
for AppliedPsychological Research.
"We anticipate that this addi
tional funding will be maintained
for at least five years thereafter,"
Segner said.
The most obvious impact of the
centers on the MSU campus will be
the addition of state-of-the-art
equipment, especially computers
and related software, and new fac
ulty and staff members. Thesearch
for both will begin this summer as
the respective center directors seek
to meet their first-year goals.
Here's a brief look at each of the
Centers of Excellence already in
the works at MSU:

The Tennessee Earthquake
Information Center:

The major objectives are to
upgrade and expand its seismic
research and over a five-year basis
begin a doctoral program in geology
within the Department of Geolog
ical Sciences and also to offer a
seismic engineering capability.
"This latter program would be
concerned with the safety of build
ings and how to build earthquakeresistant structures,"said Dr. Arch
C. Johnston, associate professor of
geology and TEIC director. "Right
now, we can only give general ad
vice and guidelines in this area,but
with a Center of Excellence desig
nation we can bring in seismic
experts with an engineering back
ground to deal with these basic
engineering questions."
"We were very glad tobe success
ful in gaining Center of Excellence
recognition," Johnstonsaid. "We're
relatively new; we only started the
Tennessee EarthquakeInformation
Center in 1978.The selection was a
good vote of confidence in what
we've been ableto do—and will do."

School of Accountancy:

The professional discipline's
main muscle at MSUis in the prag
matic and applied research area,
and thisis where the focus of atten
tion will be,said Dr.J. D. Spiceland,
professor of accountancyand chair
man of the committee which made
the Center of Excellence proposal.

Memphis State
The other side of that major goal
is the installation and use of the
latest in microcomputers and other
space-age gadgetry which have be
come thetools ofthe trade in modern
accountancy. "We hope to have the
backbone of our computer applica
tion in place this fall," Spiceland
said. "We're looking right now to
see what purchases need to be
made."
The School of Accountancy in
the Fogelman College of Business
and Economics will contain a divi
sion for Computer Applications in
Accounting which will develop
several innovativeconcepts, includ
ing a microcomputer laboratory for
education and research, a unique
microcomputer network linking fac
ulty officesand classwork,an inten
sive integration of computer appli
cations in graduate and under
graduate coursework, and an
annual week-long national convoca
tion for computer applications in
accounting from which proceedings
will be published and distributed
nationally.
Spiceland proudly notes that the
School of Accountancy is the only
academic department designated
in its entirety as a Center of Excel
lence, and adds that a key to its
success will be its outreach efforts
toward the accounting community
in the Mid-South: "Our output and
their input," he summed up. "We're
in the enviable position of having
close relations with the profession
we prepare students for."

Center forResearch andInno
vative Services for the Com
municatively Impaired:

The major goals of CRISCI will
be to develop and put in place a
model service delivery programfor
the Mid-South and establish an
outstanding research program in
communication disorders. Like the
Earthquake Center and the School
of Accountancy, CRISCIexpects to
get a big boost from state-of-the-art
technical support.A data-basecom
puter facility, a microcomputer
interactive-videodisc laboratory
and an expansion of other labora
tory facilities along with the addi
tion of new faculty and technicians
will contribute directly to the
achievement of these goals.
Among the major research areas

planned are studies of the speech
perception of thehearing-impaired,
the speech and respiratory charac
teristics of speech disorders, aging
of the larynx and patterns of lin
guistic impairment of languagedisordered children.
The proposal, prepared by Dr.
Gerald Studebaker and other mem
bers of the faculty of the MSU
Department of Audiology and
Speech Pathology, under the direc
tion of the chairman, Dr. Daniel
Beasley, especially values the goal
of making diagnostic and assess
ment information available toclini
cal service centers throughout the
Mid-South.
"We envisiondeveloping asystem
whereby theseclinical agenciesmay
send basic data, such as tape re
cordings and test results, to the
CRISCI, where the data will be
analyzed and results telecommuni
cated back,"they saidin their report
to theTennessee Higher Education
Commission.
"These results will provide a
broad segment of our profession
with objective measure oftreatment
effects. We know of no other such
centralized laboratory assistance
center in the United States, and so
we consider this program to be a
model forthe eventual enhancement
of clinical services in all regions of
this country."

Applied Psychological
Research:

In the area of national and even
international recognition, the De
partment of Psychology at MSU
hardly needs an introduction. It is
a leader in the areas of clinical and
developmental psychology and its
graduates, among whose members
are two-thirds of all the PhD's
awarded by departments in the
College of Arts and Sciences, are
readily accepted for clinical and
academic positions across thecoun
try.
The proposed center will put this
already prestigious department at
the forefront of the application of
psychological knowledge to social
problem-solving. Three areas are
the prime targets: Psychology and
Health-the developmentand main
tenance of individual physical and
psychological well-being; Psychol
ogy and the Family~the study of
12

the family's rolein thedevelopment
and prevention of disorders; and
Psychology and the Communitysystems that affect the individual
and thefamily, suchas educational,
health, employment and criminal
justice and delivery systems.
The proposal, prepared by Dr.
Milton Trapold, then department
chairman, and other faculty
members, notes that benefits will
accrue to thestate just as surely as
they will for the University. "As a
major center for health services,
Memphis is a focus for health pro
blems. Memphis also experiences
the family and community problems
associated with being the state's
largest urban area, especiallygiven
the high concentration of lowincome families."
The Center of Excellence then
will help the city and the state cope
with these needs by providing quali
fied service providers and by contri
buting new knowledge about how
these problems can be identified,
prevented or lessened, they said in
their proposal.
Segner said MSU's effort for ex
cellence will not end with the selec
tion and development of these four
programs. Six worthy programs
which were not funded under the
Centers of Excellence format may
yet be funded, if theUniversity has
its way, through other external
means or as part of the second or
third-year fundingcycles under the
program.
"The Centers of Excellence will
be a great asset to the respective
departments and sections, and in
addition provide tremendous spin
off benefits to the University, the
state and theregion," Segner says.
"Faculty members will be sought
for advice, visitors willcome seeking
expert information and data, publi
cations will receive national and
international attention-allof these
are the indications of the national
recognition we're aiming at."
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An 'INTRI'
To The Future
by Laura Derrington

14

Memphis State
Four research projects accepted by
the Information Technology Re
search Institute (INTRI) to receive
grant money from The Herff Foun
dation, have applications for both
immediate and long range use in
the growthand successof Memphis.
INTRI, an interdisciplinary unit
organized at Memphis State Uni
versity, is designed to foster re
search in the development,applica
tions and effects of information
technology. Last year, President
Carpenter appointed a sevenmember policy committeecomposed
of leaders from both the campus
and communityto directthe project.
Recently, 15 proposals from dif
ferent departments across the Uni
versity were received. The projects
reflect the goal of INTRI by ad
dressing the problems and possi
bilities of the information age—
those newcapabilities of computers,
videodiscs, satellites, and related
devices which are changing the
workplace, marketplace,school and
home.
According to Dr. Elmore
Alexander, director of INTRI and
an associate professor of manage
ment at Memphis State,information
technology represents an area of
potential growth for Memphis.
"Many of the traditional indus
tries in Memphis, such as Inter
national Harvester and Firestone,
have had to change the nature of
their existence," he said, "while
others such as RCA Cylix, Federal
Express and Holiday Inns are
stronger than ever due to their use
of information technology. This
trend demands that we pay atten
tion to this new area and define
now where we want to be in the
future.
"Research can play a valuable
role inanswering questionssuch as
what type of manpower pool is
needed for theseindustries and can
we supply it," said Alexander.
The four projects range from the
very technical fiber optics field to
the more visible computers in
schools. Alexander pointedout that
not only is the research of use in
long range planning in both aca
demics and industry, but also for
immediate applications.
The following are the four re
search projects:

"The Impactof ComputerTech
nology on the Schools: Effects
onChildren, Teachers,Adminis
trators and Parents." Team:
Barry Gholson, psychology; Alan
G. Kamhi, audiology and speech
pathology; Elmore Alexander,
management; Lawrence H.
Campbell, Memphis City Schools
and Pamela Alexander, psychology.
The teamplans tostudy questions
affecting elementaryschools, teach
ers, administrators and parents:
the effect of computer courseware
on the academic performance and
cognitive styles of elementary
school children, and the teachers'
attitudes toward the computer as
an instructional aid. The reaction
of administrators and parents will
also be monitored.
The purpose of the study is to
determine the impact of the use of
computers inschools: thosechildren
taught with computers, teachers
who use it as an aid, and parents
who are being introduced to com
puters. Specifically, the team will
look at the relationship between
the amount of computer time and
achievement test scores, effective
ness of treating learning disabled
students, the relationship between
computers and cognitive competen
cies (such as spatial skills, reading
process, etc.), and the impact upon
social relations among children.
Also the turnover rates and per
formances among teachers will be
assessed.
"Microcomputer Applications
in Speech-Language Patholo
gy.'Team: Alan G. Kamhi, audi
ology and speech pathology.
Dr. Kamhi plans to explore the
application of the microcomputer
in clinical practice,student instruc
tion and research in the field of
audiology and speech pathology.
He will explore the use of micro
computer technology on the spon
taneous language sample, consid
ered the single most valuable item
of information obtained in a diag
nostic setting. This sample serves
as the basis for making treatment
decisions.
However, the time and tedium
involved in collecting these sam
ples, the inability to measure a
large group of patients, and the
difficulty in training studentsto do

the sampling is a hindrance to re
search. By using softwareprograms
such as Systematic Analysis of
Language Transcripts (SALT) or
Phonological Analysisby Computer
(PAC), a savings in timeof as much
as 80 percent would allow clinicians
to be more productivein other areas
as well as perform more in-depth
analysis of client's speech and
behavior.
"A Study of Optical Transmis
sion Media for Multichannel
Communication Networks."
Team: Malcolm D. Calhoun, elec
trical engineering.
Dr. Calhoun plans to look at the
problems remaining to be solved
before lowcost, full-scale fiber optics
communication networks realize
their full potential. Fiber optics is
the latest advance in communica
tions media—it replaces the bulky
and expensive existing coaxial
cables.
Fiber optics offer several advan
tages over coaxial cables. First is
the advantage in size and weight,
particularly important in aircraft
and spaceapplication. Second, more
information can be conveyed on a
single fiber optic cable than on a
coaxial cable. And third, it is vir
tually immune to radio frequency
and electromagnetic interference.
Calhoun plans to identify prob
lems in fiber optics, becomefamiliar
with state of the art technology,
and demonstratea fiber optic trans
mission reception system.
"A Study of the Search Per
formance and Attitudes of Fac
ulty and Graduate Students
Using New Self-Mediated On
line InformationRetrieval Sys
tems." Team: Sharon Mader,
Elizabeth Park, MSU Libraries.
The team will examineone of the
new computer-based information
retrieval systems with respect to
the difficulties experienced by the
user, need for additional user in
struction, and user attitudetoward
such a system.
Online services provide access to
several hundred data bases on
topics ranging from art to zoology.
The purpose of this study is to
identify possible problems andsolu
tions associated with this new
technology.
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1980s microcomputershave made
possible convenient access to the
world of online databases for a new
group of users in the home and
office. But individual microcom
puter users generally do not use or
are unawareof theseonline systems
because they are too complex or
expensive. A system needed to be
developed which the actual con
sumer of information could query
directly. Attempts to make user
searching easier have takenseveral
directions, but the services are so
new, there is very little available
research. The team plans to look at
one of these new systems to assess
its effectiveness.
Alexander said the caliber of
those MSU faculty members in
volved is outstanding. "Weare very
fortunate tohave attracted not only
high quality researchers, but also
outstanding communityleaders for
our policy committee. This repre
sents a true team effort between
MSU and the businesscommunity,"
said Alexander. "In fact, the com
mitment and quality of all people
involved is our biggest plus."
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MSU's

A city policeman stridesforcefully
onto Central Avenue, blows his
whistle, thrusts out his hand and
brings traffic to a standstill. A
mother mallard and her 11 babies
are allowed tocross thestreet safely.
They are followed closely and
watched over diligently by Thelma
Draper, supervisor of the Memphis
State University Information Cen
ter. After seeing the ducks safely
across the street, Mrs. Draper
contacts the Memphis Zoo and has
someone come out to rescue the
mother and her babies from the
perils of Memphis' streets.
Rescuing ducks, while not a daily
occurrence, is one of the many
varied and unusualservices offered
by the MSU Information Center.
These extraordinary services lift
the Center from the mundane and
elevate it into a category all its
own. While Mrs. Draper likes to
think of the Center as the"front
door" to the University, it is much
more than that. Because theservices

of the Center are made available to
the general public as well as to the

faculty, staff, and student body of
Memphis State, it could almost be

said to be a"front door" to the city.
One of the more unusual aspects
of the Center is its use as a "pick
up" station for the University and
the general public. While it might
be expected that the University
would use it as a place to drop off
and pick upthings, itcomes as a bit
of surprise to find out that it is also
used by those not connected with
the University. Pridein the Center
and its services are evident in Mrs.
Draper's voice as she relates an
instance in which a grandmother
left an ice cream birthday cake to
be picked upby her granddaughter.
Shortly thereafter, a delightedlittle
girl came by with her mother to
pick up the cake.
Mrs. Draper sees theInformation
Center as much more than aservice
to the University. She said at the
time she took over the job "I saw it
as a wonderful opportunity to in
crease service to the community. I
called different places and organi
zations to get their literature. The

Peabody, for instance, is happy to
have us pass out their brochures.
We get our maps from the Conven
tion and Tourist Bureau. We also
have city bus schedulesavailable."
The Information Center receives
between 250-700 telephone calls a
day. These range from the ordinarysomeone seekinginformation about
the University—to the extraordi
nary. "Just recently we had a call
from a man whosaid he had seen a
spaceship. I transferred the call to
Charles Holmes(Director of Univer
sity CommunityRelations, of which
the Information Center is a part). I
felt he should be aware of what is
going on in the area."
The Memphis State Information
Center has been used as a prototype
for centers at other universities.
For instance, the University of
Louisville Center is patterned after
the one at MSU. Inquiries have
also been received from manyother
universities, including Georgia
State University,The University of
17

Georgia, Tennessee State Univer
sity, and recently from the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill, where the class of '84
is donating an information and
visitors center to the school.
The Center's many services in
clude information on city and Uni
versity conferences, seminars, art
and sporting events. About500 offi
cial visitor and temporary parking
permits are issued each month.
Visitors are greeted and directed to
their destinations, whether on cam
pus or around the city. Names and
addresses of prospective students
are taken and forwarded to the
proper departments; undergraduate
and graduatebulletins, classsched
ules and testing bulletins are distri
buted, and the list goes on.
A "drive up" window provides
quick, convenient service which to
gether with theCenter's location at
the northwest corner of the campus
makes the Center truly a "front
door" to the University.

Memphis State

Memphis State

Black Vinyl And Blue Music
by Henry Bailey
Not all of Memphis StateUniver
sity's published individuals sport
long-winded academic titles and
scholarly theories with tortuous
names. Some of them just sing the
blues.
They doit on recordings produced
by MSU's own label, Highwater,
and by sodoing help the University
not only to preserve a native sound
that draws from roots a century
old, but also to reap praise from
reviewers across the globe. So far,
15 singles have been released, and
now the label is marching to a
different tune with its first album
collections and more on the way.
The label's first two albums
feature "The Fieldstones," a fivepiece group of Memphis-area bluesmen, in "Memphis Blues Today,"
and six Memphis-area vocal har
mony quartets on the label's first
gospel album,"Happy inthe Service
of the Lord: MemphisGospel Quar
tet Heritage."
Dr. David Evans, music professor
and folklore expert who has been
Highwater's producer, promoter,
clerk-typist and marketing strate
gist since its start at MSU in 1980,
describes thelabel this way: "Highwater is owned and operated by
MSU as a non-profit company,
comparable to a university pub
lishing house specializingin schol
arly and non-commercial works. I
would compare it to a university
press, but instead of putting out
books, it puts out records."
After concentrating on blues,
Evans hopes to branch out into
gospel music, jazz, bluegrass, folk
music and fifties'-style "rockabilly"
— the kind Elvis sang before he
ever left Memphis. "Theseare types
of music largely neglected by the
commercial music industry," he
said. "It's moreimportant than ever
to record these types now because
of the lack of a strong music indus
try in the Mid-South. Since the

demise ofStax Records,the industry
has been very weak."
Evans said his experiencerecord
ing blues artists has persuaded him
that the blues are hardly a thing of
the past.
"There isan attitudethat nothing
new is being done, that popular
blues music has not changed in 20
or 30 years," hesaid. "If this isso, it
isn't due to any lack of talent —
there aremany waitingin the wings
— but due more to a lack of imagi
nation by people in the media, the
recording industryand the promot
ers, who have not gone out to seek
new talent.
"With Highwater, I felt it was
important to focus on those artists
carrying on these traditions.
Enough had beendone to rescue old
sounds and styles, and there was
an even greater need to call atten
tion to the artistry of those stillactive performers.
"The blues is historical; it goes
back 100 years. But it also has a
present and a future. Thefailure of
the industryto focus on the present
and future of blues has held it back
from finding a wider audience and
gaining a wider appreciation."
Evans locates talent by keeping
in touch with the music community,
and he notes happily that Highwater is getting high marksamong
these artists and more and more
musicians andvocalists arecoming
to him.
There's no shortage of talent, he
says, though the chronic crunch of
tight budgets and limited funds
means frustratingproduction slow
downs. Theavailability of recording
facilities at MSU's modern Com
munication and Fine Artscomplex
and the services of student engi
neers in the commercial music pro
gram have been a big boost, but
distribution is the barrier holding
Highwater at the starting gate at
times.
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"It's very difficult to market a
single unless it's a big hit. Our
other major problem is our small
catalogue. Promoters are looking
for a track record, and we're just
getting started," he said. Added to
that is a small press run, usually
about a thousand recordings, which
limits distribution to radio stations
specializing in blues and gospel
and those record stores that appre
ciate art along with the rest.
Consistent critical acclaim and
additions to the catalogue should
help turn that around in time, said
Evans, whose soft-spoken, serious
nature belies his enthusiasm. He
has a doctorate in the music of
folklore from the University of
California at Los Angeles and has
been an avid blues fan since he
began recording blues greats in the
mid-1960s. In 1980 he received a
Grammy nomination for liner notes
he wrote for a collection of 1933
Atlanta blues.
Highwater's next release willfea
ture Hammy Nixon, a 77-year-old
harmonica player from Browns
ville, TN, who may not be well
known generally butis an old blues
standby. "His first major recording
was in 1929for the old Victor label
in Memphis. He's been recording
ever since, mostly as an accom
panist, and he's been to Europe and
Japan a dozen times. He's the type
of artist who needs to be docu
mented."
Evans ispleased with thecritical
reception, and notes glowing re
views of Highwater artists from
reviewers in France, Austria, Italy
and Scotland as well as back home
in Memphis. He's not completely
certain about a review' which
appeared in Japan, however,but he
has been assured the results were
positive.
"At leastsomeone who could read
Japanese seemed to think so," he
said.
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Sandlots, Clay Courts,
Maybe it's just the nature of col
legiate sports played during the
spring months, but at Memphis
State University, performances by
individuals provided many of the
outstanding highlightsremembered
by Tiger fans of baseball, tennis,
golf and track.
The most noticeable individual
was Colin Hume, a junior from
Hawick, Scotland, who captured
Metro gold in both the 3,000 meter
steeplechase and1,500 meterrun in
the track and field championships
in Tallahassee, Florida.
These marked the second and
third Metro championships for
Hume, who also won the conference
cross country title last fall. The
steeplechase crown was the most
unexpected of the trio, considering

it was the first time ever Hume had
run such an odd event. "I didn't
even know where therace started,"
he said later."I was a little worried
about the hurdles, so I stepped on
them and pushed off instead of
trying to jump them."
While a lack of depth allowed
coach Glen Hays' Tigers to finish
just sixth in the team race, he did
have two othermen capture indivi
dual championships. Both Victor
Lacey and David Topham (another
Britain) turned in personal bests to
win Metro championships in the
400 meter dash and 10,000 meter
run, respectively.
Just missing a conference title
was William Singleton, who fin
ished second in the 800 meter run,
but had already qualified for the

NCAA national outdoor champion
ships and the United States Olym
pic trials.
In the sport of baseball, a lack of
pitching hurt the Tigers and coach
Bobby Kilpatrick's chances of win
ning the Metro tournament, which
also tookplace inTallahassee. Even
though the Tigers finished
with
just a 26-15 overall record, there
were several splendid individual
performances.
"Mr. Everything" for the Tigers
was seniorShane Young,the newest
"Ironman" in MSU history who
broke nearly every school career
record, including the one for most
games played. The first baseman,
who hit .350 for the Tigers and led
the team with 41 rbi, also appeared
on the pitching mound for the first
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time in his career, compiling the
lowest ERA (2.97) on the team.
Other top individuals were AllConference selection Tim Dulin at
second base, ashe hit .346 and was
a national leader with 22 doubles.
The mostimproved playermay have
been junior secondbaseman Denis
Gourgeot, who ledthe Tigerswith a
.363 average.
The Tigers, who showed great
power with 51 homers in 41 games,
as freshman Kurt Crain, also a
linebacker on the football team, led
MSU with nine roundtrippers, in
cluding a school recordthree in one
game against Tennessee Tech.
The highest conference team was
a third place by both themen's golf
and tennis teams.
With seniors Bobby Dick and

Donnie Cude coming up with sixth
and eightplaces individually,coach
Jim Cook's golfers finished a re
spectable thirdplace behindnation
al powers Florida State and South
Carolina. It wasnot surprisingthat
Dick and Cude finished so closely
in the conference meet in Wild
Dunes, South Carolina. During the
spring season, Dick averaged 74.2
strokes per round, compared to a
75.0 average by Cude.
On the tennis courts, coach
Tommy Buford's netters also trailed
Florida State and South Carolina,
and finished in a tie for third place
with Virginia Tech as senior David
Nicholson and sophomore Bill
Conley each earned second place
finishes in the singles competition.
In the women's competition of

the Metro tennis championships in
New Orleans, seniorJennifer Jones
gave coach Charlotte Peterson a
second place finish as the only
Lady Tiger to makethe finals in the
number one singles spot.
The onlyspring sport, whichdoes
not compete for a Metro Conference
title is women's golf. The Lady
Tigers, who are coached by newlyappointed women's athletic director
Lynn Parkes, competed against
some of the nation's best. The top
Lady Tiger was senior Kathy
Vendetti, who averaged 78.2strokes
this past year, and playedin every
round possible during her four
years.
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A Special Way of Seeing:
The Photographer As Artist
by Laverne Daley

Photograph by Don Eckles, a Spring 1984 graduate of MSU's University College.
Portraits were a part of his special project to obtain his degree.

Old Victorian houses, rural land
scapes or cows grazing in a field
represent just simple settings to
many people. To photographer
Larry McPherson, they represent a
relationship with nature. What's
more, he captures a sense of that
relationship on film, and using
elaborate color printing methods,
produces photographs that com
municate an awareness of the rela
tionship to others.
McPherson, MSU assistant pro
fessor of art, performs that feat so
well that his photographs have
earned him a national reputation
in the art world. And one group of
his photographs, the cow series,
added him to the list of winners of
the prestigiousGuggenheim award.
The cow series photographs,
taken before joining the MSU fac
ulty in 1978, evoke a feeling of
harmony and peace, while at the
same timebring fortha senseof the
struggle for survival in nature.
"Indian people consider cows
sacred, and I thought I might under
stand their belief more by photo
graphing those animals,"
McPherson said, explaining his
reasons for choosing his bovine
subject. "And, of course, if I under
stand them better, I understand
myself better. Also, since I had
lived in the country as a child, I
guess I was pursuing a primal con
nection photographing them."
McPherson's selection of subjects
is intriguing, both in the cows and
in the shadows on the animals,
according to Dr. Douglas Hyland,
former director of Memphis Brooks
Art Gallery, where one of the MSU
professor's cow series photographs
is in the regional collection.
"In the Brooks photograph, the
cow is spotted and McPherson used
very beautiful thistles which also
create spots of color on the cow,"
Hyland said. "The whole photo
graph takes on an aspect of nature

constantly concerned with the way
you don't ordinarily think of."
things looked. She has beena major
Many of the McPherson photos
influence upon me."
have a special element that lifts
McPherson counts off dozens of
them from the world of snapshot
other artists that hestudied ordrew
picture-taking intothe realmof art.
inspiration fromin hisdevelopment
The McPherson works have,
as a photographer. Among them
Hyland said, "an element of the
are Paul Camponigro, Ansel
unusual, a little bit of surrealism
Adams, Minor White, Gary
which I think is very important. In
Winogrand and Lee Friedlander,
the Brooks photo, it is in the eye of
all photographers; German expres
the cow which is slightly distorted
sionist painter Franz Marc; and
through reflection—a twist of
Joseph Albers, the famous painter
nature."
and teacher of color theory.
Other photographs in the cow
Nowadays, McPherson has stu
series have been exhibited at the
dents lining up for his classes at
Art Institute of Chicago and the
Memphis State, much as he once
Museum of Modern Art in New
did for other photographersduring
York, and they are in the perma
his early days in photography. But
nent collectionsof bothinstitutions.
he didn't start out to be a photog
The Guggenheim award for the
rapher. In his undergraduate days
cow series came to McPherson in
at Ohio State, he was a math major,
1979 after years of doing photo
graphs and submitting them in the although not totally dedicated to
the study of that subject, he said.
annual competition, which is de
cided on the basis of demonstrated "A friend decided to take anelective
creative ability in the arts and with course in photography, so I did, too.
the capacity to carry on research.
"Many people supported me all
along the way, andthey kepttelling
me 1979 wasthe year I was going to
get the Guggenheim," McPherson
said.
Later I got a job showing slides in
The award made it possible for
art historyclasses andbecame more
McPherson, during a year's leave
and moreinterested invisual arts. I
of absence from MSU, to live with
began studying inearnest, reading
and learn from the native
about photography and being
Americans—the Navaho in New
around peopledoing it,so I changed
Mexico, the Arapaho in Wyoming
my major to photography."
and the Sioux in South Dakota.
The decision led McPherson to
"I wanted to learn their attitudes
the Rochester Institute of Tech
about lifebecause I thought itwould
nology where he met a lot of people
help me to understand my land
he considers were important to him
scape work more," McPhersonsaid.
in terms of development as a pho
"The nativeAmerican isaware that
tographer. It also led to photo
it's not 'man and nature' but it is
graphic jobs and professional ex
that man is one component of
perience as an architectural and
nature, and if he studies nature, he
advertising photographer, manager
studies himself. They also have the
of a photographic color lab, dye
attitude that all land is sacred, and
transfer technician and color pho
that with which you have a special
tography consultant to the photo
rapport is the most sacred."
graphic and graphic arts industry.
For McPherson, the land with
that "special rapport"is the Welsh
Along the way, McPhersonpicked
Hills area of central Ohio,the place
up an impressive array of awards
and credits: National Endowment
of his boyhood, and the time spent
among native Americans led him
for the Arts fellowships in 1975 and
back to that place to recapture con
1979; an Illinois Arts Council grant
nections established as a boy. At
in 1977; exhibits in the Museum of
Modern Art in New York, the Inter
that time and place, McPherson
national Museum of Photography
was very close tohis father'smother
in Rochester, the Art Institute of
who respected and was nourished
Chicago; and a place in the perma
by nature. "She was a visualartist,

nent collections of those institu
tions.
With such a distinctive list of
achievements, many people aresur
prised to learn McPherson does not
work his photography magic with
the aid of the most sophisticated
camera on the market. "I use a
regular 35 mm Nikon, thekind alot
of my students use," McPherson
said. He sometimes shoots six rolls
of color film a day, mostly of land
scapes and people, but few of those
shots are actually printed."I'm very
selective," hesaid. "Outof hundreds
of rolls, I print only a couple of
dozen."
If there is any magic going on,it
is inMcPherson's printing abilities.
"I am very much concerned with
making interesting pictures in the
contemporary ways pictures are
made—making them exciting com
positions," McPherson said. He
works only in color and the dye
transfer process he uses to make

"Man is one component of Nature, and if he
studies Nature, he studies himself."
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his prints is elaborate and expen
sive.
The dyetransfer processinvolves
making red, green and blue sepa
ration negatives from the original
color slides. From these negatives
three continuous tone positives are
made to print cyan, magenta and
yellow dyes. The threepositives are
printed in register by successive
transfers to a single sheet of paper.
It's a time-consuming process—
about 16 hours to make one color
print. In the hands of an artist like
McPherson the process produces
photographs of incredible clarity
and beauty."He hasa very selective
eye," said Dr. Hyland. "He's a
superb craftsman."
What McPherson tries to achieve
with eachprint is"an excitingcom
position, a spiritual quality in the
picture thatis satisfying and stimu
lating." "I go back time and time
again and look at some of them.
When I keep looking at those pic
tures, itusually meansthat spiritual
quality is there, and it seems other
people respond to it as well. And
that is satisfying for me, too."
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People, Places &Things
Four persons with ties to the
University have been honored this
year as recipients of the MSU
Distinguished Alumni Awards.
The fourhonorees are:retired Air
Force Maj. Gen. Herbert L. Grills,
local business executive H. Pat
Heffernan, Marshall Space Flight
Center director Dr.William R. Lucas
and Universal Life Insurance Co.
president and CEO Patricia Walker
Shaw.
Three of the fouraward recipients
are graduates of MSU. Grills re
ceived his degree in1926 and served
in the military for 33 years before
his retirementin 1960.Heffernan, a
1963 graduate, is president of
Heffernan, Ballinger, Pounds &
Yarbrough, Inc. Insurance Com
pany, and a longtime MSU sup
porter. He has been active in the
Highland Hundred, Academic
Fund, MSU Foundation and Na
tional Alumni Association. Lucas
received his bachelor's degreefrom
MSU in 1943 and has received
previously the Distinguished Ex
ecutive Award from former Presi
dent Jimmy Carter, the NASA
Distinguished Service Medal and
the American Astronautical Soci
ety's highest honor, the Space
Flight Award.
Shaw, a long-time friend of the
University, directs the largest
black-owned and operated business
in the Mid-South. Through her
financial backing, MSU has been
able to start play-by-play radio
broadcasts of Lady Tiger basketball
games.
The Distinguished Alumni
Awards were established to give
special recognition to individuals
who, through their service and/or
achievements, have brought honor
and distinction to MSU. These
awards represent the highest honor
conferred upon MSU alumni and
friends by the University and its
National Alumni Association.
24
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iE Elma Roane,a fixture on
the Memphis Stateand local athle
tic scenes for more than 40 years
retired this past spring from her
position as assistant athletic direc
tor for the University.
As AD in charge of women's ath
letics, Roane has helped establish
the Lady Tigers' program through
hard work and dedication. From
1950-1970 she coached women's
basketball, volleyball and badmin
ton, leadingher teams to numerous
championships, tournaments and
titles. She and her players often
financed the cost of travelto nearby
cities themselves. They also often
paid for their own food, lodging
and uniforms.

Roane taught health, recreation
and physical education courses at
both the undergraduate and grad
uate level. She was director of
women's physical education at
MSU from 1956-1977, when she
became women's athletic director.
In 1980 the men's and women's
athletic departments combined and
Roane was named assistantathletic
director for women's athletics.
On a national level, she excelled
in softball and badminton and was
named to the Memphis Park Com
mission's Hall of Fame. She was a
member of the Tennessee State
Championship softball team that
went to the World Tournament five
times. Sports writers during that
25

time often referred to her as the
"best softball player in Dixie." In
badminton, sheheld national rank
ing with her partner and sister,
Virginia Anderson.
Among her many honors, Roane
is oneof the few women members of
the TennesseeSports Hall of Fame.
This year she was also selected
"Educator of the Year", by Greater
Memphis State, Inc.
A scholarship fund has been
started in her honor through the
MSU Office of Development.
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memorial scholarship fund
honoring the late Layne Sproles,
vice president and treasurer of
Fogelman Properties, Inc.,has been
established at Memphis State Uni
versity through the Fogelman Col
lege of Business and Economics.
The Layne Sproles Memorial
Scholarship Fund will present an
nual awards ofapproximately $150
to deserving MSU students pursu
ing acareer inoffice administration,
management or accounting. The
first scholarships will be awarded
during the 1985-86 academic year.
The fund was established to
recognize the accomplishments
Sproles made during the 12 years
he supervised office accountingand
management forFogelman Proper
ties, an apartment management
and real estate development firm.
"Sproles contributed a lot to the
success of Fogelman Properties, so
we wanted to bestow uponhim this
memorial. Hopefully, the scholar
ships will assiststudents in becom
ing effectiveoffice administrators,"
said Darrell Uselton, executive ad
ministrator of Fogelman Properties.
Sproles' friends and fellow work
ers at Fogelman Properties arecur
rently attempting to push the
scholarship fundtoward its$15,000
minimum endowment.
For more information, contact
the Fogelman College of Business
and Economics at 454-2431.

Hi ighty-five year old Thomas
Ozment of Union City, Tennessee
sent two gifts to the University in
January thisyear. One wasa giftof
money; the other a gift of memory.
Ozment, in his own words, asked
indulgence for "an 85 year old
Memphis Stateman whowell remem
bers some 64 years ago walking
into the office of the then president
of the University, then known as
Normal School, andaddressing the
president as follows:
'Dr. Kincannon, I am Thomas
Ozment of Crockett County, and I
have entered school here. I have
only $50.00 in my pocket and I will
need a part-time job here on the
campus.'
"The dignified old gentleman
looked at me over his glasses and
said: 'Gotell Mr. Jordan,the campus
director, that I said put you on the
payroll as campus guard at $1.00
per hour after school hours, for at
least four hours each weekday.'
There was not much guarding to
do, so that is how I entered and
spent the time thereuntil I received
a Licentiate of Instruction, a threeyear degree. As I remember, they
did not give a regular four-year
degree then."
"From thence I went on to Peabody and earned a master's in his-

tory and geography. I had to earn
every dollar of my expenses while
in school.
"As I remember, I entered
Memphis Statein 1919 and remain
ed there, summers and all, until I
finished. It was the happiest time
of my life.The College was not well
organized, but it had some great
men as professors: Mr. Grover
Hayden, science, Dr. P. H.Manning,
physics, W. E. Vaughn, English,
Miss Cooper, sociology, Mr. S. E.
Scates, history, Mr. W. F. Austin,
music, a new subject then. W. F.
Teuton was head of the agriculture
department, and he was a good
teacher, too.
"As far as I can ascertain, every
last one of theold boys and girlsin
school with me in those days have
been longgone fromthis world. I do
not know a one who isalive today. I
remember Tom Browning, Bill
Lancaster, Walker Maddox,Denver
Baughan and Curtis Sheeley. I
think they are all gone. God rest
their souls!
"Thank you for your time inread
ing thisletter. Forgive an oldman's
psychological fantasies."
Thank you, Mr. Ozment. "Every
man's memory," Aldous Huxley
said, "is his private literature."
Thank you for sharing yours.

During fiscal year 1982-83,
Memphis State University, directly
and indirectly, contributed more
than $332.9 million in business
volume within the local economy.
Of this total, nearly $181 million
can be directly attributed to institu
tional expenditures, plus local dol
lars spent by faculty, staff, students,
and institution visitors as private
individuals. More than $151.9 mil
lion in direct expenditures accrued
to the local area in excess of the
$181 millionthrough thesecondary
effects of such expenditures.
Total institutional expenditures,
both within and outside the local
economy, amounted to more than
$81.4 million. More than$9.5 million
was spent for purchases of local
businesses' goods and services. An
additional $47.3 million was paid
in the form of gross wages to all
institutional employees.

MSU studentsspent anestimated
$123.2 million in the local economy
in 1982-83. Visitors to Memphis
State generated an estimated $23
million in total annual business
volume. These visitors included
those attending athletic events,
educational conferences, workshops
and seminars, social and cultural
events, andnew studentorientation.
In terms of impact on the local
population, about 12,772 full-time
jobs can be attributed to the pres
ence ofthe institution.This estimate
considers notonly directinstitution
jobs, but secondary employment
required to service the needs of
institutional employees, students,
visitors and the school as an
institution.
Another economic influence from
1982-83 is the approximately $25.3
million in revenue received by city
and countygovernments as a result
of institution-related factors.
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YY hen an NCAA basketball
drops through the net, dollars drop
into the local economy, and
Memphis State University plans to
steer a piece of the bonanza this
way with a bold bid for the 1986
Midwest or Mideast regional meet.
The last great hurdle—limited
seating at the 11,000-capacity MidSouth Coliseum—is being remedied
with a5,500-seat expansion already
set to start this summer with
support from the city, county and
state governments. The picture is
so promising, in fact, that Charles
Cavagnaro, MSU athletic director,
says he thinks nothing can derail
the Tiger effort.
The smiles on the faces of
Cavagnaro and assistant athletic
director, Dick Sander, are matched

by the grins of local merchants and
hotel managers as they anticipate
a flood of at least 4,000 affluent
sports fans anxious to test thefood
and fettle of the host city.
"We'd love to see'em," said Nick
Vergos, managerof theRendezvous
restaurant downtownand amember
of the Memphis Restaurant Associ
ation. "I think therestaurants and
hotels and motels here would be
tickled pink."
The economic benefits of a major
NCAA meet are hardly a drop in
the basketball bucket. Some 18,000
fans jammed the Midwest regional
semifinal roundin St.Louis, includ
ing Memphis area fans cheering
the Tigers on, and contributed to a
direct economic impact there of at
least $7.3 million. A St. Louis con
vention planner said the average

fan stays in town almost four days
and spends more than $400.
Cavagnaro saysthose figures are
hardly unreal. "The kind of person
we're talking about here is a fly-in
type, not adrive-in. He's coming to
have a good time, buy those Tshirts and other mementos, and
leave with pleasant memories."
The athletic director said MSU
and the community drew high
marks from fans, visiting media
and schools alike during the recent
Metro Conference and NCAA Mid
west sub-regional for which MSU
was host. Typical auxiliary events
were luncheons and receptions
sponsored by various businesses at
such attractions as Beale Street,
The Peabody and Mud Island.
MSU approached the meets as if
they were a "full dress rehearsal"
for an NCAA regional gathering,
Cavagnaro said, and came out a
winner. "The NCAA doesn't insist
on all these social and civic events.
Their specific needs are a place to
house players and hold the games.
We did what we did for two
reasons—to prove we could do it,
and establish a track record."
Memphis' record as a host has
been excellent,Cavagnaro said:four
Metro conference meets scheduled
here weresold out, and coachesand
players appreciated the red-carpet
treatment. "There's a fraternal
feeling amongthese athleticgroups;
they know who's good at putting
these things on and who isn't."
In Seattle, where the Final Four
basketball bash was held,the host's
tab came to at least $700,000.
Discount coupons, billboards and
bus signsgreeted fans, and boosters
calmly accommodated 10,000 per
sons fora giganticsalmon barbeque
at the Kingdome indoor stadium.
Cavagnaro notes that such sta
tistics may appear ambitious, but
he believesthe area's business com
munity will help out. "We've got a
big commitment from the com
munity as to ticket sales for the
Coliseum expansion already," he
said. "We don't have to do a hard
sell."
"We had a lot of business justout
of that little subregional," Vergos
said. I know we'd do everything
we're capable of doing to bring a
regional or final meet here. It's a
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Streibich is a part-time professor
in the MSU Cecil C. Humphreys
School of Law and in the College of
Communication and Fine Arts.
Ferguson, a Las Vegas jazz musi
cian, is former director of the MSU
Mighty Sound of the South March
ing Band.
The gift by the two men has
potential monetary value to the
university, said Dean Richard
Ranta, College of Communication
and Fine Arts. "With this gift,
whenever these pieces are played
on a television broadcast or other
covered situations, the University
will be paid for the use," he said.
The lettersof transfer and assign
ment completing the gifthave been
received by MSU, Ranta said. The
alma mater and "Go, Tigers, Go"
(fight song) are featured on an
album of MSU and Memphis music
produced by Memphis State.
Ferguson wrote "Go, Tigers, Go"
in the 1960's while he was band
director at MSU. His arrangement
of the alma mater was also copy
righted by Streibich.
The words to the alma mater
were written in 1928 by the late J.
W. Brister, who was president of
the then West Tennessee Teachers
College. The music is to the tune of
"Lead On, Oh King Eternal."

great thing for the city."
An analysis of the economic im
pact of six major sporting events—
the Chicks baseball team, MSU,
the Memphis Americans soccer
team, the DannyThomas Memphis
Classic golf tournament, the U.S.
National Indoor tennis tournament
and the Liberty Bowl—showed a
direct spending impact in 1982-83
of more than $11.2million. With an
adjustment forre-spending factors,
the totalimpact cameto $25million,
a study by the MSU Bureau of
Business and Economic Research
showed.
Memphis likes sports, and sports
people like Memphis.
"One thing we've learned is that
people feel good aboutcoming here,"
said Sander, who directed MSU's
host activities for the Metro and
NCAA meets. "We do go overboard
to make them feel they're really
special. I think people pick up on
that."
Said Cavagnaro: Visiting teams
can expect a "rough time" on the
basketball court if they tangle with
the Tigers,"but nowhere else. We'll
take good care of them."—Henry
Bailey.

T

wo MSU law students have
been summoned to Washington to
appear before federal units. These
students havenot violatedanyone's
right to privacy nor have they
evaded income taxes.
Morris Bloom of 2032 Young and
Marcia Diamond of 289 Montelo
Road were selected to clerk for
approximately 12 weeks before the
fall semester for the Federal Trade
Commission and the Federal Com
munications Commission, respec
tively.
The internships were announced
at the Atlanta Jobs Conference last
October where various law firms
and future employers were on hand
to interview second-and third-year
law students.—Elizabeth Shelton.

A wo members ofMemphis State
University's "Mighty Soundof the
South" Marching Band will repre
sent Tennessee in the Olympic AllAmerican Band during the XXIII
Olympiad in Los Angeles this
summer.
Senior Brenda Fay Rutledge and
junior Sherri Ann Smith received
expense-paid trips courtesy of
United Airlines and Levi Strauss
Co. to the Olympic village. The two
will be among 1000 other college
musicians from the 50 states who
will perform music composed and
arranged for the event by the
Olympic Music Advisory Commit
tee, which includes suchdistinguish
28

ed composersas JohnWilliams and
Henry Mancini.
The event will beinternationally
broadcast to an audience of more
than 2.5 billion and the ceremonies
will be held at the Los Angeles
Memorial Coliseum before an ex
pected audience of 100,000.

The rights to two MSU tradi
tions—the alma mater and the
fight song—have been donated to
the University by the holders of
those copyrights, Attorney Harold
Streibich and musician Tommy
Ferguson.

A hose of you feeling concerned
or even depressed about being
"average" should take note of
George Schneider, who graduated
last May fromMSU. Until he found
an outlet that enabledhim to excel
beyond the norm, Schneider de
scribed himself as "just a regular
student, not really involved, aver
age to the point of mediocre"—until
he discovered music.
Gazing through a pair of those
intellectual-type glasses that all
'artsy' people seem to wear,
Schneider explained how he first
became acquainted with music.
"You know how the junior high
school years are the roughest years;
well, I justreally hated those years.
They are tough years for some
people, more so than others, and
they were really tough for me. I was
a little insecure in some ways, and
just to avoid health class, I joined

the band. Ihad nointerest in music
really, but it grew on me."
It was not until his junior year in
high school that Schneider began
to develop a sincere affection for
music. "Ithink All West(a statewide
honors band) really started it,
because I never knew what a good
band soundedlike. It wasa growing
thing, but that's whatreally got me
going." It was the start of his
accelerando intothe world of music,
leading him to be president of the
Wooddale band his senioryear and
a memberof Modern MusicMasters
(Tri-M), a high school music honor
society.
Though Schneider originally
wanted to play the Frenchhorn, he
became a saxophone player "be
cause they needed one." Now, his
instrumental repertoire includes
tenor, soprano, baritone and alto
saxophones, clarinet, flute, mellophone, piano and, his first fascina
tion, the horn.
Schneider entered Memphis State
in the fall of 1979 knowing that he
wanted to work toward a degree in
music. He nowholds abachelor's of
music education(BME) and there's
a lengthy list of organizations and
events of which he has been a par
ticipant. They include: five years
in the Mighty Sound of the South
Marching Band, where he served
as treasurer and class representa
tive, many semesters in the Wind
Ensemble, three jazz bands, a jazz
combo, a sax quartet, clarinetist for
the "Cole Porter Review" and the
Streetlight Serenaders. (They are
that dixieland band who own the
fur-lined 'vehicle' complete with
spray-painted exterior, fringe-faced
interior and dent-adorned poste
rior.) He also was named to "Who's
Who," Gamma Beta Phi, Music
Educators NationalConference and
Most Outstanding Bandmember.
With two other students, he re
presented MSU at the opening of
the Epcot Center in Orlando,
Florida, of which he said, "It was
no vacation. They really worked us
over, but it was one of the most
impressive things I've seen in my
life. It's phenomenal. The band was
real impressive, but in a different
way. It's the biggest band I've ever
been in my life.
And if those activities are not
enough to keep a young musician

up to his kazoo in cadenzas,
Schneider recently began arrang
ing.
He said, "I was really turned on
by certain songs that I would hear
on the radio. You know,I'll be inan
ensemble, and Ihear a certain song
being played by that ensemble. I
would think 'Wouldn't it be neat if
Memphis State would play it.' But
when Schneider heard his first
arrangement of "Here ComesThat
Rainy Day" blended with tunes
from "The Wizard of Oz" played by
the MSU Band, it was far from
"real neat." He said, "It was very
discouraging. I was too meticulous
with it, and I was too serious about
it. But itwas a learning experience."
Schneider did not let this dis
appointment dampen his enthusi
asm. In the fall of 1983, the
marching band performed his
arrangement of "Greatest Love of
All" during a half-time show, and
the Memphis drum and bugle corps
played his"Rise Again"that spring.
During the summer hisassists local
high schools with bandcamps,
including onesat Germantownand
Kosciusko, Miss.
If geneology has anything to do
with his success, Schneider has a
promising advantage—talent runs
in the family. "My grandmother's
maiden name is Schumann, and
that makes her a very distant
relative of the composer. My
mother's cousins are opera singers
in Mainz (a town in West Ger
many)."
However, Schnieder's parents—
both residents of Memphis, yet
native Germans — disapprove of
his careerchoice, though theydon't
discourage it. "They're very good
about encouraging me, even though
they don't see a financial future in
it. Society's work values make it
difficult to make it in music."
He believes having parents of
another culture with foreign beliefs
has had a great effect on his life.
"It's a totally different aspect at
home thanin yourtypical American
family, for example, the sense of
values." Yethe creditsthis constant
prodding with contributing to his
current accomplishments explain
ing, "Music was an escape for me.
Music has been an escape for a lot
of things in my life."—Elizabeth
Shelton.
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JOIN THE TIGER CARAVAN
TO OLE MISSI
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1984
SCHEDULE
8:00 A.M. - 8:45 A.M.
9:00 A.M.
10:45 A.M.
11:00 A.M.
1:00 P.M.

Coffee, Juice, donuts at the MSU Alumni Center
Charter buses depart with police escort
Arrival at Ole Miss
Buffet BBQ lunch (adjacent to physical plant
parking area)
MSU vs. Ole Miss

$35.00 per person includes:
• Roundtrip charter bus service
• Game ticket*
• Buffet BBQ lunch
• Continental breakfast at the Alumni Center
• Soft drinks on bus
• MSU cup & Pom Pon

Reserve your seats nowl This is always an early SELL OUT!
Trips will also be sponsored to Southern Mississippi (September 29),
Atlanta/Athens (November 2-4), Knoxville (November9-11), and New Orleans
(November 16-18).

RESERVATION REQUEST
MSU Caravan to Ole Miss Sept. 8
Please reserve
reservation(s) @ $35.00 per person. Enclosed is my check for
$
made payable to "MemphisState University".
*lf you already have a game ticket, price is $21.00 per person.
Please send me information on other Travelin' Tigers Football Trips.

STREET ADDRESS .
CITY
TELEPHONE _

. SS# .
For further information, contact:

MSU Alumni Center
Memphis State University
Memphis, TN 38152
Telephone (901) 454-2701
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